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This is a natural process resulting from 
extended periods of heavy rain and snowmelt. North-westerly fronts moving over the 
southern part of the South Island can cause heavy rainfall in the headwaters of Lake 
Wakatipu, especially if they ‘stall’ and remain over the Southern Alps for days at a time.

Flooding in Glenorchy November 1999

Breaking waves and debris can 
cause additional damage within 
low-lying parts of Glenorchy, if 
strong onshore winds coincide 
with high lake levels. 

Residents should be aware that 
strong winds can whip up when 
the lake is high.



   

intensity of rainfall across the entire catchment. Lake Wakatipu generally takes at least 



 

What about the effect of the new Shotover Delta  

the lake is at a high level.

Summary

communities will normally have time to respond. 
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rainfall information for the Lake Wakatipu catchment. Information is updated 
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Lake Wakatipu is likely to peak, what level it’s likely to reach, and 

These predictions are supplied to the media, and are also 
 

www.orc.govt.nz and www.qldc.govt.nz


