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Froposed Plan Change LA to the Regional Plan: Worer for Otapo

Introduction

Proposed Plan Change 1A to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago (Water Plan) has been publicly
notified. It is a package of miscellaneous amendments to the Water Plan consisting of matters
consequential to recent Resource Management Amendment Acts, and minor changes to correct
wording and to clarify meaning. There is an accompanying Section 32 report available from the
Dunedin office of the Otago Regional Council.

How to make a submission

Submissions can be made on any aspect of Proposed Plan Change 1A. Please note that submissions
must be received by 5.00pm Wednesday 14 September 2005. There is a submission form attached
to the back of this document. Your submission can be:

Posted to: Proposed PC1A to Water Plan
Resource Planning Unit
Otago Regional Council
Private Bag 1954
DUNEDIN

Faxed to: (03) 479 0015
Subject: Proposed PC1A to Water Plan
Attn: Resource Planning Unit

Emailed to: mfo@orc.govt.nz
Subject: Proposed PC1A to Water Plan
Attn: Resource Planning Unit

Delivered to: Otago Regional Council
70 Stafford Street
DUNEDIN
Subject: Proposed PC1A to Water Plan
Attn: Resource Planning Unit

If you wish to discuss any aspect of Proposed Plan Change 1A to the Water Plan, please ring one of
the following numbers:

Within the Dunedin area 474 0827

Outside the Dunedin area 0800 474 082

Once Proposed Plan Change 1A is publicly notified, any person may lodge a submission in writing.
After the closing date for submission, the Otago Regional Council will prepare a summary of the
submissions and this summary will be publicly notified. There will be an opportunity to make a
further submission in support of, or in opposition to, the submissions already made. A hearing will
be held if a person making a submission asks to be heard in support of his or her submission. The
Otago Regional Council will give its decision on the proposal (including its reasons for accepting or
rejecting submissions). Any person who has made a submission will have the right to appeal the
decision on the proposal to the Environment Court.
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1. Summary of proposed changes

Proposed Plan Change 1A (PC1A) to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago (Water Plan) is the first
plan change to the Water Plan since it was made operative on 1 January 2004. Proposed PC1A is a
package of minor, miscellaneous amendments to correct wording, clarify meaning and incorporate
provisions introduced to the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) by the Resource Management
Amendment Act 2003 (RMAA) and the Resource Management (Energy and Climate Change)
Amendment Act 2004 (RMECCAA).

Proposed changes to correct wording and clarify meaning in the Water Plan, range from the
addition of cross-references to the insertion of new words in the Glossary. Other proposed changes
update clauses in the Water Plan in relation to provisions introduced by the RMAA and the
RMECCAA. These include changes resulting from amendments made to sections 6 and 7 of the
RMA, and the introduction of limited notification to the RMA.

An evaluation of alternatives, benefits and costs for proceeding with Proposed PC1A has been
carried out in accordance with Section 32 of the RMA. The ‘Section 32 Report’ is available from
the Dunedin office of the Otago Regional Council (ORC).

2. Detail of proposed changes

The proposed changes are listed in the following tables under the broad headings of General Plan
changes, Resource Management Amendment Act related changes and Map related changes. The
majority of the proposed changes are shown using track changes, i.e. words proposed to be added
are shown underlined and words proposed to be deleted are shown struekthrough.
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Froposed Plan (7 o LAy ihe Reglonod
Form 5
Submission on Proposed Plan Change 1A to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago
Clause 6 of First Schedule, Resource Management Act 1991

To: Otago Regional Council
Name of submitter: [full name]

This is a submission on:
Proposed Plan Change 1A to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago

The specific provisions of the proposal that my submission relates to are:
[give details]

My submission is:

[include — §

®  whether you support or oppose the specific provisions or wish to have them amended; and
= peasons for your views]

I seek the following decision from the local authority:
[give precise details]

I wish/do not wish [circle preference] to be heard in support of my submission.
If others make a similar submission, I will consider presenting a joint case with them at a hearing.
[Cross out if you would not consider presenting a joint case]

Signature of submitter
(or person authorised to sign on behalf of submitter)

Address for service of
submitter:

Telephone:

Fax/email:

Contact person: [name and
designation, if applicable)
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Appendix 1 — Policies extracted from the Regional Plan: Water

Residual flow policy

6.4.7 The need to maintain a residual flow at the point of take will be considered with
respect to any take of water, in order to provide for the aquatic ecosystem and natural
character of the source water body.

Explanation

This policy requires an assessment of whether there is any need to apply a condition on any
consent to take water requiring the passing of a residual flow at the point of take. Such a
residual flow condition may be applied in addition to a minimum flow applied under this
Plan.

A residual flow condition may be applied to any take for community water supply purposes,
or on a take from a tributary stream that has different flow characteristics from the main
stem.

Residual flows will be applied and monitoring arrangements made on a case-by-case basis
having regard to any effects on aquatic ecosystem values and the natural character of the
source water body.

Principal reasons for adopting

This policy is adopted to enable the taking of water while providing for instream values of
the source water body, particularly with respect to community water supplies and takes from
tributaries that have different flow characteristics from the main stem under low flow
conditions.

See also: Policy 7.7.5
Rules: 12.1.3.1,12.1.4.2t0 12.1.5.1

Water allocation committee policies

6.4.12 To promote the establishment of, and to support appropriate water allocation
committees to assist in the management of water rationing and flow monitoring during
periods of water shortage.

Explanation

Water allocation committees can assist the Otago Regional Council to manage the region’s
water resources when flows approach minimum flows established by this Plan. These
committees can effectively manage water rationing to avoid or delay reaching the minimum
flow.

The committees will be made up of local representatives of people taking water from within
the catchment affected by the minimum flow regime. The Otago Regional Council will
appoint such committees, as subcommittees of the Council, for the purpose of developing
and managing rationing regimes. It will support them by providing hydrological
information, and advice on options for rationing to suit particular circumstances, and by
enforcing compliance with rationing regimes, as provided for by Policy 6.4.13. The
rationing regimes require approval of the Otago Regional Council.

Principal reasons for adopting

This policy is adopted to ensure that effective water rationing decisions can be made. Where
possible it is intended to take full advantage of local knowledge of water user needs, to
ensure local circumstances are taken into account. This is because details of rationing are

37



Orag
< Reg%onml

iz Council

9.4.12

Proposed Plan Change 14 fo the Regional Plan: Water for Otago

best arranged among water users to avoid unnecessary conflict in periods of water shortage.
The committee membership and committees’ rationing regimes require the approval of
Council before they can operate as committees of Council.

Other methods.: 15.2.2.1

To establish and support appropriate water allocation committees to assist in the
management of the taking or using of groundwater.

Explanation

Water allocation committees can assist the Otago Regional Council to manage Otago’s
groundwater resources. In particular, where levels approach those identified in Schedule 4
for the restriction of groundwater takes, such groups can:

(a) Effectively manage water rationing to avoid or delay reaching the restriction levels;
(b) Manage the implementation of the take restrictions in accordance with Schedule 4.

The Otago Regional Council will appoint such committees, as subcommittees of the
Council, for the purpose of developing and managing rationing regimes. The Council will
support them by providing information on water levels, and advice on options for rationing
to suit particular circumstances.

Principal reasons for adopting

This policy is adopted to ensure effective water allocation decisions can be made. Where
possible, it is intended to take full advantage of local knowledge of water user needs, to
ensure local circumstances are taken into account. This will facilitate appropriate
management of the taking and use of groundwater and enable users to get involved in that
management.

Other methods: 15.2.2.1

Water user group policy

5.4.12
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To promote the establishment of, and support, appropriate water user groups to assist
in the management of water resources.

Explanation

Water user groups can assist the Otago Regional Council to manage Otago’s surface and
groundwater resources. In the same way that it supports landcare groups, the Otago
Regional Council can support water user groups by providing hydrological and biological
information, and advice on options for managing particular activities that may affect water
quantity, water quality and the nature of flow and sediment processes. Such a group can
provide advice to the Council, for example on the likely effects on a water body of a new
take.

Principal reasons for adopting

This policy is adopted to take full advantage of local knowledge of water user needs to
ensure local circumstances are taken into account in the maintenance or enhancement of
natural and human use values. This will facilitate appropriate management of surface and
groundwater and, where necessary, any interactions between them, and enable users to get
involved in that management.

Other methods: 15.2.3.1, 15.2.8.3, 15.3.1.1, 15.3.2.1, 15.4.2.1, 15.4.2.2, 15.4.3.1,
15.4.3.2,15.5.1.1,15.5.1.2, 15.7.1.1, 15.9.1.1 to 15.9.1.3



